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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 



Motorcycle Council of Western Australia Inc. 
Rights – Safety – Recognition            Giving motorcyclists a voice. 

MCWA Inc\Reports\01 Chairperson\2025\20251029 Chairman's Report.docx Page 2 of 2 

 

I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 

29th October 2025 
 

Welcome 
The MCWA’s second anniversary since incorporation occurred on the 1st August.  The 1st of October 
also marked the second year of operation for the MCWA.  During this time, the W.A. Government has 
come to view the MCWA as the premier motorcycling group and readily contact us for our opinion 
and engagement on various motorcycle safety issues.  I am pleased that the MCWA has achieved such 
a position in a relatively short time, thanks to the support of our members who have been sensible 
and respectful in our dealings with others. 
 

Advocacy News 
I have been following up on our previous vice chair, Gary Pontifex’s accident while he was riding on 
Henty Road in the Ferguson Valley.  Henty road has quickly developed from a farmers’ service road to 
a busy tourist drive, however the road infrastructure has not been developed to cope with the increase 
in traffic. After some emails, the Dardanup Shire council which Fergusson Valley is part of, stated that 
they have put Henty Road on the Black Spots program which releases Federal funds to start repairs on 
the road.  They have also put shire funds into intermediate road repairs such as guidepost installation. 
WALGA supported by speaking with the Road Safety Advisor at Dardanup shire who advised that the 
shire may be in line for other funding (Regional Road Safety – Local Roads) to seal the shoulders and 
apply audible edge lines to Henty Road.   
Update – the Dardanup shire has confirmed it has raised “considerable” funding to repair the entire 
length of Henty Road using Federal, State and Shire funding.  Talks are underway with the MRWA 
concerning the design requirements of shoulder widths and audible lines. 
 
Last September, there was an accident on the Great Eastern Highway near Meckering where the rider 
(Dean English) and his pillion (Sharon) both lost their right leg, with the story being featured on the 
news.  I have spoken with Dean English who is rightly upset by the experience and the way he has 
been treated by the police investigator and the Insurance Council of W.A. 
Update – At a recent Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group the ICWA Catastrophic Injury definition.  I put 
forward that the “Motor Vehicle and Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations of 2016 
Section 2 Division 1 Criteria for a Catastrophic Injury” be modified to become more humane to people’s 
needs. There was general agreement that the definitions were quite strict with MSAG Chair noting 
that a Regulation would not be too difficult to amend.  It was requested that the following items be 
completed before the next MSAG meeting: 

1. The MSAG Chair will invite a suitable ICWA representative to the next meeting to discuss the 
CI criteria. 

2. The MCWA to contact the ICWA to discuss and understand the Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
3. The MCWA to contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 

 

Activities: 
 28th August – Department of Transport Meeting 

Dave W. and I met with the Department Principal Policy advisor and the Senior Policy advisor 
who questioned us on the MCWA stance toward several topics.  Generally, the new legislation 
will bring W.A. more in line with the Eastern States.  As the legislation was about to go before 
parliament, we were asked not to discuss the topics with others. 
 

 10th September – Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group 
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I sent an email to the Chair of the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Group requesting that item 6 
on the MCWA Proposed Safety Measures to Improve Motorcycle Safety in W.A.  This involves 
No Blame accident investigation and employ specialist investigators to determine why the 
accident happened to help prevent future repeat accidents.  The meeting also discussed items 
on the action list, such as Motorcycles in Bus Lanes (not popular among the group), Statistical 
Crash Data giving better information, First Responder training and advanced rider course. 
Another topic was the upcoming Graduated Licensing System (GLS) soon to be introduced into 
W.A.  During the discussion, the DOT representatives asked me what was discussed with the 
minister’s office.  It is awkward to say the least when the minister’s office does not talk to 
their own department. 
 

 23rd September – Australian Motorcycle Council Delegates Meeting 
I was travelling to South Australia on this day, so I sent my apologies to the AMC.  I did however 
write a delegates report beforehand and sent it to the AMC secretary to distribute within the 
AMC.  I had hoped that Dave W. could read it for the MCWA although Dave is already busy 
with his duties for the AMC. 
 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 First Responder First Aid Training 

The RSC has sent an email to inform the MCWA that grants are now open to partially fund the 
First Responder First Aid course.  I request that members obtain the number of interested 
attendees from their own organisation.  A current estimate for 100 attendees would be 
approximately $120 per person for a one day course with the grant covering $50 of the total 
$170 fee.  I will be contacting. 
 

Updating Membership Details 
To keep our membership records up to date, can all members please send me an update on the 
following details. 

1. Main Contact - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
2. First Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 
3. Second Delegate - Name, Telephone and Email address. 

Please note, that any new delegate names put forward will require the approval of the committee as 
per the MCWA constitution and bylaws. 
 
Action Items 
The following action items are required to be completed before the November meeting: 

1. Contact CEO of ICWA regarding Catastrophic Injury criteria. 
2. Contact the Minister for Transport to discuss possible amendments. 
3. Submit MCWA Annual report to LGIRS. 
4. Review constitution changes required by LGIRS amendments. 
5. Pay AMC membership invoice of $400. 
6. Apply for grant for First Responder First Aid training. 
7. Apply for grant for Motorcycle Road Safety booklet. 
8. Change banking officers to those selected at the AGM. 
9. Continue updating the website. 

 
Stay Safe 
Jeff Thomas 
Chairman 
 


